Tier 2:  DE-Positive Behavioral Support Recognition Application
Phase 3 (Problem Solving) and Phase 4 (Systems) - 2024

Frequently Asked Questions
Please note that ALL requirements must be turned in by the deadline.  Teams will NOT be prompted to submit missing items and incomplete applications will not be reviewed.
Reminder: Prior to submission, please review your application with your District MTSS-SEB Coach(es) for final approval and signature. Following application submission, the DE-MTSS TA Center will follow up to review applications with district MTSS coach(es).
What is the major difference between Phase 3 and Phase 4?  
We have updated Phase 3 and 4 to better delineate between problem solving and systems conversations. In Phase 3, teams review problem solving conversations for individual students (e.g., matching individual students to interventions and monitoring progress).  In Phase 4, teams consider systems conversations for evaluating overall Tier 2 effectiveness (e.g., examining protocols and success of Tier 2 interventions). 

Does my school need to receive Phase 2 before we apply for Phase 3 or 4?

A strong Tier 1 School-wide system creates a solid foundation for Tier 2 systems. However, schools may have robust problem-solving team efforts in place while building Tier 1 systems for behavior and SEL supports.  As such, schools can apply for Phase 3 or 4 before receiving Phase 2.
We don’t have a Tier 2 Team, but we do have a Problem Solving Team. Can we still apply for Phase 3 or 4?

Some schools use a Problem Solving Team or an Instructional Support Team as their Tier 2 Team. We ask that the team that makes problem-solving decisions is the focus for Phase 3 and the team that develops processes/protocols and evaluates overall intervention effectiveness is the focus for Phase 4 (these may or may not be the same team).
Is this the entire PBS recognition process?

No, these are Phases 3 and 4 of a multi-phase recognition system, which includes several levels of recognition and encompasses the universal, targeted and intensive levels of a multi-tiered system of behavioral support. Currently Phases 1-4 of this process are available for application.  
Is there a tool for Phase 3 and 4 data submission?

In Phase 3, you will present a case study of an individual student whom you have successfully supported through one of your Tier 2 interventions. While no specific tools are required, you will be asked to submit supporting documentation. In Phase 4, there are specific tools that must be submitted as part of the application process.  We recommend teams use these tools throughout the school year, to support on-going systems conversations. 

· Teams will submit a completed Tier 2 Section of the Tiered Fidelity Inventory

· Teams will submit a completed Tier 2 Intervention Tracking Tool (Tabs 1 and 2)
We have interventions set up for our students. Should we apply for Phase 3?

If your school has Tier 2 interventions set up that are easily accessible (can be implemented within 1 week) and not developed specifically for an individual, then your team can apply for Phase 3 or Phase 4. Individualized interventions are representative of Tier 3 and therefore should not be used on the Tier 2 applications. 
What do schools receive if they receive Phase 3 or 4 recognition?

A banner addition will be awarded for Phases 3 and 4. Notification of recognition is shared at the district and state levels.     
Are the questions on integrated MTSS framework efforts impacting our school’s application?  

While we ask your school to think about and respond to the DE-MTSS prompts, the reply to these questions are primarily intended to help the DE-MTSS Technical Assistance Center’s coaching team and your district MTSS coach(es).  Please note the responses in this section of questions do not impact the Phase Recognition review process.      

